
The Cordell Hull Building came back to life in May as lawmakers reconvened in Nashville for committee 

meetings in advance of this week’s floor session.  In late May, the House was particularly busy, kicking things 

off with subcommittee meetings last week, following the long Memorial Day weekend.  Each of the House 

subcommittees generally took up where things left off prior to the March adjournment, working on a lengthy slate 

of bills – and sometimes working well into the evening – with the goal being to wrap up all subcommittee work 

by the end of this week.  Meanwhile the Senate only returned in May for a Finance Committee meeting, consistent 

with the Senate’s stated objective of only considering “time sensitive” and “mission critical” bills, and items 

related to the budget and the coronavirus pandemic.   
  
The differing approaches of the two chambers highlighted one of the more intriguing rifts that have taken 

place this session, as the bodies have remained at odds regarding the scope of the legislation that would be 

deliberated once the legislature returned to Nashville for the scheduled June 1 resumption of session.  While both 

Governor Lee and the Senate preferred a more focused approach in light of the COVID pandemic and the massive 

blow to Tennessee’s economy, the House advocated for a much broader scope, arguing that if the legislature is in 

session, it needs to be deliberating policy.  The two bodies have remained in a bit of a standoff, and the end result 

has been a lack of a consensus on which bills would be considered.  Indeed, a vast majority of the 391 bills 

calendared and debated the last week of May in House subcommittees and committees are not likely to be taken 

up by the Senate. 
  

There was even a lack of consensus between the House and Senate on access to the Cordell Hull building, 

which is made clearly obvious as soon as visitors walk up the steps to the hearing rooms on the first floor.  The 

South end of the first floor – containing the House committee rooms -- remained open to the public, albeit with 

temperature checks, mandatory masks, controlled attendance, mandatory social distancing and the installment of 

plexiglass “screens” around each member’s seat.  Meanwhile, velvet ropes cordoned off the North end of the first 

floor, which contains the Senate hearing rooms, with only legislators and staff allowed to pass. Lobbyists and the 

public have been encouraged to schedule meetings remotely and via teleconference, and in-person meetings, if 

absolutely necessary, must be scheduled one day in advance in the Senate, with members of the public being 

escorted to the meeting and asked to leave once the meeting is finished.  Testimony in committee hearings was 

discouraged as well.  In light of these protocols, attendance at the Cordell Hull Building was sparse in May, with 

only a handful of lobbyists and members of the public attending or testifying in committee meetings.   

 

The General Assembly will meet in the House and Senate chambers in June, with the House set to take 

up bills that were set to be discussed before the recess. Both bodies will take up committee calendars, with some 

more packed than others.  What is not clear is whether any of the bills that are passed in the House but are not on 

any Senate “lists” will later be considered in the Senate, or whether the Senate will remain steadfastly committed 

to quickly addressing budget and other matters it deems mission critical and adjourning in short order. If the latter 

remains the case, it is conceivable that the General Assembly could adjourn sine die in mid-June, if not 

sooner.  Also note that this is the final year of the 111th General Assembly. As such, no bill carries over to the 

2021 session.  The legislative slate of all bills that do not pass this year are automatically wiped clean, and 

sponsors that wish to pursue them in the 2021 session must draft and file them as a new bill, starting the legislative 

process from scratch.  We are continuing to pursue the drop deck length legislation for the TTA and are actively 

working with our sponsors and TDOT on the effort for the remainder of session. 
  

We will remain on top of this evolving and fluid situation at the Tennessee General Assembly.  Please let 

us know if you have any questions. 
 


